
 

Not What we Expect:   

The Political Economies of Classic Period Mayan Polities 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are accustomed to viewing the evolution of political economy as integrating the 

political and economic interests of an emerging ruling power.  The Mayan polities of 

the Classical period in Mesoamerica challenge this concept in that they exhibit a lack 

of integration between politics and economics, which left ruling families exposed to 

frequent power challenges and crippled the ability of polities to integrate conquered 

territories. 

 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

4:10 p.m. 

Williams Hall, Room 070 

Office of Interdisciplinary  Programs 610-759-3996 | incasip@lehigh.edu 

David Small 
Professor of Anthropology 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology  


